
Lyric Driven Songwriting

An AnySquared Workshop



Get To Know You



What makes a song?



What makes a song?
a song is a poem set to music, meant to be sung

a song is a musical form of communication

a song is a story



Poetry & Literary 
Devices



Songwriting through poetry
● Form and Structure

○ recognizable form that allows a reader/listener to move with the 
writer as the writer intends

● Rhyme
○ a comforting sound/expectation that helps bring things together

● Rhythm
○ cadence, syllable counts that create a memorable rhythm



“Hope” is the thing with feathers -
That perches in the soul -
And sings the tune without the words -
And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -
And sore must be the storm -
That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm -

I’ve heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -
yet - Never - in extremity
it asked a crumb of me

“Hope” is the thing 
with feathers
- Emily Dickinson



[Verse 1]
Read a book on Hemingway
Closed my eyes to see
The man himself appeared to say
To write is just to bleed

[Pre-Chorus 1]
So I will write it down, all the jagged edges
The ugliness I've seen
Until I change the truth, rearrange the letters
For beauty underneath

Dear Hope, Sara Bareilles

[Chorus]
Dear Hope
If you can hear me, don't go
I don't feel you now, but I 
know you're there
Dear Hope
I could really use you now
Throw me a rope
Throw me a ropе
Dear Hope

[Verse 2]
I can't seem to shake it yеt
Feeling that things may never change
It always breaks my heart
When broken parts ache to heal again

[Pre-Chorus 2]
So I will write it down and make jagged edges
Into something I can hold
Don't wanna lose my way
Like dear Hemingway
So I won't let go

https://youtu.be/uu3Uvs9hIpY?si=ODR2pomulLmE75Gb
https://youtu.be/uu3Uvs9hIpY?si=ODR2pomulLmE75Gb
https://youtu.be/uu3Uvs9hIpY?si=ODR2pomulLmE75Gb


Commonly used literary devices
● Rhyme
● Imagery
● Metaphor
● Simile
● Repetition
● Idiom
● Oxymoron
● Juxtaposition
● Parallelism
● Alliteration
● Symbolism

● Pun
● Personification
● Synecdoche
● Litotes
● Hyperbole
● Anaphora
● Assonance
● Onomatopoeia
● Allusion
● Metonymy



Building Blocks: Form and Structure of a song
Intro

Verse

Prechorus

Chorus

Post/Hook

Motif

Bridge

Instrumental

Outro

● Different genres will follow 
different structures

● similar to poetry, some structures 
are easy to recognize 

● Each part of a song serves a 
purpose

● Pop/Rock: A B A’ B’ C B’’
● Folk: A A’ A’’
● Folk: A B A C
● Pairing structure with purpose 

makes for a powerful song!



What is the 
message being 

delivered?



Purpose…Purpose… PURPOSE!!!
● Convey an emotion
● Communicate with someone/group
● Process an event/emotion
● Learn something
● Protest
● Gossip
● Hype
● Set a mood
● Make a statement about something/someone
● Commercial use/messaging



Verse
● Detail oriented
● literary devices 

commonly used
● Supporting evidence 
● can become what you 

need to fill the gaps

Chorus
● Thesis Statement
● most hooky part of 

the song
● the main idea

Bridge
● Breakthrough moment 

where another big 
idea comes in

● sonically different
● epiphany

Using Structure To Communicate



Relatability/Connection
● Simile
● Metaphor
● Imagery
● Personification 
● Idiom

Importance
● Repetition
● Oxymoron
● Juxtaposition
● Alliteration
● Hyperbole

Comparison
● Parallelism 
● Symbolism
● Allusion
● Assonance

Using Literary Devices To Communicate



Storytelling 
Through 

Songwriting



Two general buckets of storytelling
Like a Movie!

● verses set scenes, introduce 
characters

● visual lyrics - listener should 
be able to have a point of 
reference they can see and 
connect to

● Plot of story is easy to follow
● direct details to story

Like a Book!

● Story is in there, but listener 
needs to dig deeper

● multiple interpretations are 
very common

● the story itself isn’t as 
important as the emotion that 
guides the story

● not as many hard details on 
setting, but easily connected 
to a feeling



Everything is a Story
● Choosing how you want to tell your story is the secret 

sauce to accomplishing your purpose/end result in mind
● I want to…

○ connect with listeners
○ inspire action
○ educate them about something
○ send a message to someone/a group
○ criticize something
○ tell a story we all know with a twist/my way
○ present a conflict
○ process my emotions



Your Turn!



Getting a song started: Find Your Thesis statement
● Brain Dump
● Spot cool words/phrases
● spot concepts/ideas for later
● voice notes with melodic ideas
● conversation - things that come up together
● Be okay with crappy ideas!!



My Tips and Tricks
● It’s okay to be crappy
● make some decisions, see them through, and change your 

mind
● give yourself some rules, stick to them, and maybe break 

them
● be as clear as you can on what your purpose is
● Use prompts, borrowed lines, existing chord progressions
● remove as many barriers to entry



Optional Listening…



Deportee (Plane Wreck At Los 
Gatos)
— The Byrds/Woodie Guthrie



Mexican Chef
—Xenia Rubino



American idiot
—Green Day



Manistee
— Mike Fox



Attention 
— Breakfast Buffet



To Whom It May 
Concern
— The Civil Wars



Room For You
— Ber



The House That Built Me
— Miranda Lambert



Invisible String
— Taylor Swift


